


TWO YEARS LATER...
ON THE CUSP OF AUTUMN...
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, KARA! <0 | T THINK ALL WE
NICE TO MEET HEAR YOU'RE NEED IS A BASIC
you! APPLYING FOR CHECKUP AND YOUR
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FOR DUTY.
v
SWED ¢
SHO
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AND OUR A '® 7 OR
o DD oIp AVER P
RIGHT, O ADY. DO YO
H... °E AND
A OBAB A
O p DO AR
A " A OUE o A
A OUR PP SIDTIO o >
51D > D oD HM,
ONS O I'M NOT
RE. AND YO ATIO RE. .
0 210 . e £ - - 5
YEAH, SO ) L S
IM ALMOST ouT O y e PULE STV
OF FINROXYURER, PTIONS OVER, SFEi St
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y ponT N/ AND Mece ACE U3 THE TIME.
NEED AvE NFORMATION AFTER ALR(GHT"
“he Uee] TROUBLE ALL THE Answazs ASKING YOUR Mot
'ORGOT THE CARD AT 7 OKAY?
ACTLY WHERE T

ERFECTLY
KAY.
MINDED MYSELF T
NAS

LLED
BEFORE I COULD |TEX
EVEN FINISH A
ANY OF THE
FORMS—_«

| JUsT. .. )
THOUGHT | CAME ACTUALLY, T WAS
S0 PREPARED WONDERING. .
AND THEN. ..




T NEED TO SUBMIT A
REQUEST FOR ACCOMMODATIONS
AT THE DISABILITY OFFICE,

BUT T WASN'T SURE
WHAT T COULD ASK FOR.

T WAS THINKING
THERE MIGHT BE A LIST
T COULD LOOK AT

“OR...T'M JUST

NOT SURE WHAT T'M
N ALLOWED TO...

AY. OKAY.,
S0, THE THING IS,

THAT ALL DEPENDS
ON WHAT YOU NEED.

T KNOW
PEOPLE OFTEN
THINK ABOUT IT AS,
"WELL, WHAT'LL THEY
GIVE ME?"

IF YOU WERE
NEARSIGHTED AND
NEEDED GLASSES TO
SEE THE TEACHER

WOULD YOU ASK FOR
PERMISSION TO WEAR THEM
DURING CLASS?

BUT IT'S REALLY
MORE ABOUT YOU
AND WHAT WILL HELP YOU
FUNCTION AT YOUR
BEST.

LIKE GLASSES.

THAT WOULD BE SILLY.

YEAH! SO, WHEN YOU "REQUEST ACCOMMODATIONS"
YOU'RE ACTUALLY TELLING THE DISABILITY OFFICE WHAT YOU NEED.
NOT ASKING WHETHER THEY THINK YOU NEED IT.




T DON'T
THINK T CAN
WORKWITH. ..

J
WITH PEOPLE
WHO HAVE
ICE POWERS.

SUDDEN COLD
COULD TRIGGER
A PAIN CRISIS.

IF I'M FIGHTING
AN ICE GUY AND
MY PARTNER'S ALSO
AN ICE GUY, THAT JUST
DOUBLES THE ICE T'LL
BE AROUND. ..

I'D JUST BE
SETTING MYSELF UP
FOR A BAD TIME.

AND IT'S NOT LIKE THE
ICE GUYS COULD EVEN DO ANYTHING
TO EACH OTHER, BECAUSE THEY'RE
BOTH IMMUNE TO ICE.

BUT I'M WORRIED
THAT ASKING FOR THIS MIGHT
HURT MY FRIEND, NIKO,

BECAUSE
HE MIGHT THINK
IT'S 'CAUSE T DON'T
LIKE HIM.

B-BUT IT'S
NOT ACTUALLY
ABOUT HIM

WE'RE GETTING
OUT OF— OH! A



y TBI? TBI?!T FELL TWO FEET!

)
'CAUSE YOU

DROPPED US OUT OF )//
You PAssED ouT! LLHE SKY

18 YEAR OLD MALE,
ICE-USER, CAUCASIAN,

A1 7 HIT BY SOME
EORT OF BIO-WEAPON
AND FELL FROM A
GREAT HEIGHT.

Koo

—/a

SOMETHING LIKE
60 LBS, BLOOD TYPE IS

POSSIBLE

RESPIRATORY DISTRESS RITQ  AB NEGATIVE, ALLERGIC ﬁ WHEN THAT
BECAUSE HE INHALED e TO EGGS GUY SET OFF THAT
LT OF 08 T —\ WEIRD FOG MACHINE,

AND MAYBE A TET
'CAUSE HE'S ACTING

“ AS IF AN
ICE USER COULD

y Y [ BE TAKEN OUT

\‘@q BY A CLOUD-

ALRIGHT, ALRIGHT. 3
BREAK IT UP, GUYS,

o

{1 WE WERE OUT PATROLLING AND
GOT IN OVER OUR HEAD

MY HEAD |S FINE.

IF NEITHER OF YOU
TELL ME WHAT'S GOING ON
RIGHT NOW, YOU CAN SAY ‘BYE-BYE'
TO YOUR PHONE BATTERIES—

SOME OLD DUDE
JUMPED US AND STARTED
YELLING.

| R10HAwE
EVERYONE ™\ {18 5, HOS TSHY]

AT HQ GOT
HIT, 50—

°"HEY, IS IT
KINDA CHILLY |

AT LEAST
TWENTY.
WHOEVER
HE IS, HE'S
) EFFICIENT.

SOMETHING
ABOUT DEAN TURNER
RUINING HIS LIFE,
I THINK...



YOU BEEN?

ITs
THIS ONE
YOU'VE GOTTA
TAKE CARE OF,

DR. HAU'OLI!

I'M ALRIGHT,

AHH,
I'M ALL GOOD,
DR.H

HOW 'BOUT

YOU? SAD TO SEE ||
YOU BACK HERE,

S0 SOON.

HAVE YOU
USED YOUR
POWERS SINCE
YOU CAME

YOU OKAY,
KID? YOU DON'T LOOK )

I'M FINE.
IT's JusT

WRONG WITH
HIM? IT'S LIKE
HIS POWERS

LIKE FOR \Hf
BUG SPRAY? |

NIKO TURNER-WRIGHT.

ey ],

KEEPS GIVING MY




> MY POWERS. "Q
THEY'LL COME BACK,) —
RIGHT? T MEAN, T. .
T, UH, HAVE T
| WE'RE NOT SURE
OF ANYTHING

IT'S 50 COLD,
T CAN'T FEEL MY
HANDS.

COLD IN MY
LIFE AND

A

TMCOLD- \__
(T MEANS TM F—

YOU'RE
NOT BROKEN.
T'LL ORDER
SOME TESTS AND
WE'LL GET TO THE
7 eIT BOTTOM OF THIS,
TIGHT.

BREATHE, MAN.
YOU GOTTA BREATHE.
YOU'RE NOT STUPID.
JUST BREATHE.

STUPID
STUPID NIKO,
WITH YOUR DUMB
IDEAS RUINING YOUR
STUPID DUMB
DREAMS

OUT. IN. HOLD.
THREE SECONDS.

BEFORE YOU
ACT, NIKO.!

NOTHING
TO BE SORR WERE COLD.
IT'S ALRIGHT.

IT'S OKAY.

ACTUALLY,
T WAS GONNA AsK YEAH, PFFT.

0 BE SoRRY ) AT HERE
BLANKET... ¢ .
ABOUT. ‘L_ﬂl’ |




S

— RN
DON'T YOU DAD CALLS 50508

— NEED AN ID TO)\ | fPHIM, "HERBICIDE",* 27
A BUNCH OF GET IN THERE?) | | 'CAUSE HE WEEDED
HIMSELF OUT, OR

A AT PROFESSORS MUST'VE COMETTING
2 TRIED TO RUSH HIM. 3
'?\ QHAWE & &)

s e T

> INCOMING! T NEED 4O BEDS )~
PREPPED AND READY, STAT.

D

UR WAIT! HE'S BEEN [DENTIFIED. . .
MILTON RANCOR? ——
THAT'S OUR DlOLOGY‘, FIGURES. . . HE AND

PROFESSOR.
— MY DAD HAVE HATED EACH
OTHER FOR, LIKE, EONS.

RAN THE / ;
{ AP PROGRAM \ 16 THERE
| ANYONE ELSE

STUDIED AT

BUT NOT '\
YOURS. WHY
1S THAT?

THAT WE MIGHT
JUST SIT TIGHT
BE THE ONLY ONES ' \y\\eN THERE'S A

WHO STILL HAVE
CHANCE THAT THE
POWERS. FOG WON'T EVEN
HURT ME.

SICKLI FOG CAN ONLY
£° BIND TO ROUND
4 BLOOD CELLS,
2777\ WE'D HAVE SOME
//{;,%‘f RESISTANCE
=

THERE'S
ANY CHANCE

YOU CAN'T
KNOW FOR
SURE—

KNEW YOU

WOULD. ' eT's got
SEE YA, £

A\ NIKO. ki U
vt

KEEP 'EM
7 MONOLOGUING.
AN OPENING
WILL ARISE.

AT LEAST TAKE
MY SCANNERWATCH
WITH You.




e IRSEY
E I L o>

WITH
THAT FLASHY
ENTRANCE?

%,

MMMBH

AND
WHO MIGHT
You BE?

SOME
LITTLE BRAT
PLAYING
HERO?

xcoUGH*

SEEMS LIKE
"TURNER'S RECIPE
FOR A SUPERHERO"
STUCK AROUND,
EH?

CONCESSIONS FOR
HIS LITTLE BOY?

v,

NO QUARREL
WITH You.

QUARRELING
WITH, THEN?
YOU ALREADY
PUT NIKO IN THE
HOSPITAL.

/ RUN TO
DADDY OR

HE'LL GET

DISOWNED

WILL HE

ABANDON HIM S,

FOR FAILING TO BE]
~\ PERFECT?

sl

7~ BEFORE =

DADDY STARTS

QUESTIONING HIS \

'COMMITMENT TO THE

PROGRAM'? MN‘?
o CL

WHY ISN'T

THIS DOING

ANYTRING HE FLUNKS OUT
2 : ENTIRELY? 4




MY DEAR,
Y YOU'VE FAILED
TO DO THE ONE THING THAT
DIFFERENTIATES REAL SUPERS
FROM RECKLESS WHELPQ

ALLT
NEEDED WAS SOME
FLEXIBILITY. ..
. SOME TIME
TO WORK OUT HOW TO
GET MY OLD POWERS A4

OBVIOUSLY,
ASKING FOR ANY
TIME OFF WAS
DISRESPEC TFUL.

'NO PLACE R
FOR SLACKERS ON
THE ABASHA PATROL,
HERBY. .

YOUR POWERS
WON'T WORK ON ME
OR MY DEPOWERING

AGENT.

YOU'RE AN
ELECTRO=

AN ELECTROKINETIC. iV
E

NOT THAT
YOU'D KNOW
ANYTHING

YOU'VE
TRAINED YOUR
POWERS SINCE

YOU WERE

MINE
WERE STOLEN
FROM ME.
REPLACED BY. ..
BY THIS!

" WOULDN'T

(WANT you TO GET

T WONDER
WHAT TURNER
WILL DO WLTH A
WHOLE SCHOOL
OF ‘EM?

NOW THAT

INFECTED.

YOU'RE
GOING TO HURT

T'VE WIRED MY
MASTERPIECE TO
THE VENTILATION

SYSTEM. . .

HURT THEM?
HURT THEM?!  WHAT DO
YOU KNOW ABOUT

WHAT DO —
YOU KNOW ABOUT 15
| BEING TOSSED

BEING TREATEU
LIKE YOU'RE
NOTHING?
LISTEN.
YOU'RE RIGHT.
NIKO'S DAD WASN'T
THE TEACHER YOU,
NEEDED AND
THAT'S—

YOU THINK
THIS IS ABOUT
ONE PERSON?
HOW NAIVE!

THIS IS
ABOUT A

HUNDREDS OF
PEOPLE!




TH
WHAT IT MEANS TO BE KNOW A THING ; SICKLE CELL DISEASE.
BROKEN. ABOUT ME. e

A CHILD ) : )
WOULDN'T UNDERSTAND YOU DON'T \ STILL: AVE
I'VE LIVED WITH IT MY
ENTIRE LIFE.

ZLOOKS |
I LIKE T WAS 1\
'RIGHT ABOUT |
| MEAND ¢

BUT DON'T a2
WORRY. 28
4 % 3 A R ?
- L , ;
§ . \ Y :
YOU WILL f
SOON. .. [ A

YOU N
THINK YOU'RE
THE ONLY ONE

WHO'S HAD
IT BAD? |

BUT T NEVER il
GAVE UP ON MY
> TRAINING. ~*

e, AND
TIMES HAVE
CHANGED.
LOTS OF KIDS
AT IQHAWE NEED
ACCOMMODATIONS,

BUT THE
SYSTEM. ..
D TH




YOU'RE NOT
"BROKEN" BECAUSE

YOUR POWERS
CHANGED.

YOU JusT
DECIDED REVENGE
WAS MORE
IMPORTANT.

1S DIVERTING
RESOURCES

THOSE OF US
WHO ALREADY
NEEDED
THEM.

YOU COULD
HAVE BECOME
SOMEONE T
\ LOOKED UP |,

¥

7,
A
(
)

HAVE THEM
"EXPERIENCE THE
SYSTEM™?
EVERYONE SEE
HAT LIVING WITH
A DISABILITY
1S LIKE?

HELP ME
FIX WHAT You
STARTED.

THIS WILL
CHANGE
EVERYTHING!

IF THEY
REALIZE THAT
THEY NEED-

YOU CcoULD
HAVE BEEN
A GREAT

MENTOR.

BUT you
NEVER GAVE
YOURSELF THAT,
CHANCE.
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so yeah like i dont wanna
hurt u by accident

’ or risk u geﬂm a pom crisis

—% %

rlghf... so u wont b sad if
we dont get to hang
A\ during patrols2

| Ilfelolly see you every dcy
be51 buds and all but Ilke —

dou kno how annoying u are Y-
| dont need to be oround u 24/7
J' /

7 /7

‘l:i{t so like im supposed fo write a
list of things i need

so like i was thinking i might
ask not to be paired w/ ppl
with ice powers

\

PN TMS‘%Q‘:'\ e HI crank it up anime
3 -

13 wat

make everyone sweat it
out

pls dont

/ ik ik its bad
but if im oround ice all the
time ill just get a pain crisis
whenever imon pofrol

no no Imao % 3- 9 imean %
so i was gonna ask u " o ;,/ 7
if u wanted to do that ) |

bc of wat happened at B
the tournament when
we were kids / : B

guess who has full control
of HQ thermostat

= ~ .\ s
/ \ ) 1 ; \ IS

lil tykes Wednesday, XX/XX/QOXX at 7:04 AM




YOU ARE MORE THAN
A MEDICAL CONDITION.

Living with a chronic illness can feel
isolating and uncertain. At Next Step,
you will explore your sense of self,
unleash your creative expression and
envision a future that’s unique to you—
all with the support of young people
just like you who really get it.

Want to give this a try? Scan the code

above to see the Next Step experience.

,
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<
[ pede”

CONTACT US 617.864.2921 | info@nextstepnet.org | nextstepnet.org



COMMUNlT‘/ 5TATEMENT

16-YEAR-OLD KARA IS ABOUT TO START HER FIRST YEAR AS A STUDENT AT
IQHAWE SCHOO SUPERHEROES. REQUESTING ACCOMMODATIONS
JOINING HAWE’S STUDENT STREET PATROL PRO: G A AND MEETI
A NEW HEALTH PROVIDER WITHOUT HER PARENTS GIV ARA A CHALLENGE
THAT HER POWERS CAN'T FIX: FINDING THE COURAGE TO VOICE HER NEEDS.
BUT WHEN A MYSTERIOUS VILLAIN BEGINS TARGETING PEOPLE WHO HAVE
SUPERPOWERS, KARA MUST TRUST THAT HER VOICE WILL bE ENOUGH
O SAVE HER FRIENDS, HER SCHOOL, AND HER CIT

"WHEN LIGHTNING STRIKES" WAS WRITTEN BY, AND FOR, TEENS LIVING
WITH SICKLE CELL DISEASE LIKE THE FIRST, THIS SECOND lSSUE FOCUSED
ON RAIS ARENESS ABOUT SICKLE CELL DISEASE BEYOND JUST (TS

ED(CAL OR DIOLOGICAL ASPECTS. THIS CHAPTER OF KARA'S STORY
HIGHLIGHTS MEDICAL TRANSITION AND WHAT IT CAN FEEL LIKE TO START
MANAGING YOUR OWN MEDICAL CARE. NAVIGATING ALL THE ADMINISTRATIVE
TASKS (NVOLVED IN ARRANGING HEALTHCARE FOR A CHRONIC |LLNES$ CAN
FEEL VERY SCARY WHEN YOU'RE DOING EVERYTHING FOR THE FIRST TIME.
WE WROTE THIS STORY TO LET OTHERS KNOW THAT IT IS NEVER TOO
LATE TO LEARN HOW TO USE YOUR VOICE TO GET WHAT YOU NEED.

O MATTER HOW Bl6 THE HEALTHCARE SYSTEM SEEMS,
YOUR VOICE MATTERS. YOU GOT THIS.

ABOUT NEXT STEP

NEXT STEP IS A CAMBRIDGE BASED NON-PROFIT THAT
sazves YOUNG PEOPLE LIVING wm—| c»—nzomc AND semous
ILLNESS. WE BELIEVE THAT AY PERSON' MEDICAL
CONDITION SHOULD NOT DEFINE THEM OUR PROGRAMS AIM
TO SHATTER LIMITATIONS AND ELEVATE ASPIRATIONS OF OUR
YOUNG PEOPLE AS THEY TRANSITION INTO ADULTHOOD. FOR
MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
WWW.NEXTSTEPNET.ORG.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

THIS PROJECT HAS BEEN A LABOR OF LOVE
BY MANY PEOPLE — ALL OF WHOM CARE DEEPLY ABOUT ENSURING THAT THIS
STORY REACHES YOUNG PEOPLE LIVING WITH SICKLE CELL DISEASE.

FIRST AND FOREMOST, THANK YOU TO THE MENTEES WHO
PARTICIPATED IN STRIVE DURING THE 2023-2024 ACADEMIC YEAR.

THIS |S YOUR STORY. U FOR SHARING IT WI TH OTHER YOUTH.
GHOUT OUT TO PHAR A l}ll:lALLE‘I RACHEL LUMOR, ASHANTI STURGIS,
NIARA PHlLHPS. JULIS D JOHNNY LUBIN FOR 6HARING YOUR

EXPERIENCES WITH MEDICAL TRANSITION AND BEING A
GUIDING LIGHT TO THE YOUNGER KIDS.

THANK YOV, ALSO, TO OUR AMAZING MENTORS AT STRIVE. YOUR EFFORTS
TO SUPPORT EVERY SINGLE ONE OF OUR YOUTH ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED.
SPECIAL THANKS TO DENNIS ZHANG, SOPHIE ABRAHAMSON, AND KAVANA WA KILELE,
WHO WERE INDISPENSABLE DURING THE WRITING AND PLANNING STAGES. CREATING
THIS SECOND ISSUE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE WITHOUT YOUR PASSION,
EMERITY AND INTREPID RESOLVE.

nANK YOU, ESPECIALLY, TO OUR ALL-STAR WRIT!NG AND CREATIVE TEAM,
AND ELLA PA ICK NOT ONLY MANAGED 0 FIT AN IMPRESSIVE
BREADTH OF IDEAS F E ME TEES INTO A SINGLE COHESIVE SCRIPT,
BUT ALSO CONT RIEUTED YOUR LITERARY IMAGINATION AND VISUAL ARTISTRY
TO EVERY STEP OF THE COMIC BOOK PROCESS. TRULY VISIONARY.

TO REED HILL, OUR |MMENSELY TALENTED ARTIST: YOU ARE A GIFT. YOUR
HUMOR AND EXPRESSIVITY EQUlP EVERY SMA L CHARACTER WITH A FULL
PERSONA AND ADDS A MOSPHERE TO EVERY SIDE ROOM. THANK YOU FOR
BUILDING KARA'S WORLD W|TH YOUR ARTISTIC ABILITIES AND TURNING OUR
IDEAS INTO THE BOOK THAT WE HAVE TODAY.

TO OUR PROGRAM I7|R TOR OUR GLUE, OUR DRAMATURGE, AND OUR
WORDSMITH: KEPLER JEURY. YOU HAVE A CLEAR KNACK FOR TEMPERING
ROUGH CONCEPTS AND RAW TALENT INTO PURE STEEL. FROM CONCEPTION TO
COMPLETION, THIS COMIC BOOK SERIES OWES ITS VERY EXISTENCE TO YOUR
PERSISTENCE, WISDOM, AND COMPASSION

“
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